CHAPTER III

WILLIAM JAMES

WILLIAM JAMES enjoyed in his youth what
are called advantages: he lived among
cultivated people, travelled, had teachers
of various nationalities. His father was
one of those somewhat obscure sages whom
early America produced: mystics of inde-
pendent mind, hermits in the desert of busi-
ness, and heretics in the churches. They
were intense individualists, full of venera-
tion for the free souls of their children,
and convinced that every one should paddle
his own canoe, especially on the high seas*
William James accordingly enjoyed a stimu-
lating if slightly irregular education: he
never acquired that reposeful mastery of
particular authors and those safe ways of
feeling and judging which are fostered in
great schools and universities. In conse-